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Hancock was brought up amidst this earnest, wholesome, working life, in which labor was made cheerful, and a strong purpose moved every member of the little family to accomplish something for the common good. He learned to be helpful to others, to bear bravely what burdens came to his lot, to be true to himself whatever might happen, and to trust in God.
The parents of Hancock seem to have bred in him an honorable ambition which directed his career very distinctly; and when he left home for the West Point Academy he took with him a lofty purpose which found expression in earnest devotion to preparation for his chosen profession.
And then how eagerly he embraced the first opportunity of putting to the test the power which, even as a young lieutenant, he felt within him. His impulse to action was irresistible. He saw a career before him, and the spirit within him urged him forward to enter upon it and fulfil his destiny.
Hancock's character was such that whatever he put his hand to he must do it well, no matter what it cost him in labor or pain. As a youthful soldier in the Mexican war, he was eagerly first in the place of danger. He was not only daring, but brave ; and the trait of persistence in what he knew to be his duty was strongly developed by this experience.
Then, after a long interval, in which the youth grew to manhood and acquired a knowledge of men and of the ways of the world, came the test of the Eebellion.
This found him on the western verge of the Union, amid a disloyal community, with scores of the brightestster to his troops or make him lose a victory. He was not willing to run any risks."
